
they will all be excluded, and the
list will end at 98. On the other
hand, if a small number of institu-
tions are tied at the 99th rank, the
list will be expanded to include
all of them.

Lists that include both two-
year and four-year institutions
show first the associate degrees or
certificates conferred by two-year
institutions, followed by those
conferred by four-year institu-
tions. However, because rankings
are determined by the overall
order, and so there may be some
gaps in the two-year listing that
correspond to a four-year institu-
tion listed later.

We also include lists featuring
institutions that confer the most

associate degrees and one- and
two-year certificates to men and
women of color, as collected
through the race/ethnicity cate-
gories mentioned earlier.

Finally, the academic disci-
pline lists include only the top 50
institutions, with the same
caveats as the Top 100 lists,
regarding the varying number of
institutions depending on ties at
the bottom.

Changes in Conferrals

After giving the overall trend
table a year off, it returns in this
year’s analysis, showing a healthy
increase this past year in associate
degrees (up 3.8 percent), as well

as for both one-year certificates
(up 4.9 percent) and two-year cer-
tificates (up 8.7 percent). The
growth rate this past year for both
associate degrees and two-year
certificates is greater than the
average annual growth rate for
the last 10 years. For one-year
certificates, this year’s growth
rate matched the 10-year average.

In 2005, the Carnegie Foun-
dation for the Advancement of
Teaching and Learning released
an updated version of its classifi-
cation system for postsecondary
institutions, most commonly
referred to as the Carnegie Classi-
fication. As part of the revisions,
the foundation introduced several
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755,717

Steady Growth Continues
Ten-Year Trends in Total Associate Degrees and 
One- and Two-Year Certificate Conferrals: 1998-2008

Year One-Year Certificate Two-Year Certificate Associate Degree Grand Total

1997-98 251,587 233,043 558,555 1,043,185 

1998-99 258,338 240,716 559,954 1,059,008 

1999-00 275,155 255,396 564,933 1,095,484 

2000-01 275,991 250,103 578,865 1,104,959 

2001-02 303,833 253,083 595,133 1,152,049 

2002-03 342,478 275,173 632,912 1,250,563 

2003-04 350,781 300,209 665,301 1,316,291 

2004-05 368,758 313,033 696,660 1,378,451 

2005-06 374,222 310,179 713,066 1,397,467 

2006-07 385,530 311,753 728,118 1,425,401 

2007-08* 404,356 338,854 755,717 1,498,927 

Pct. Change last year 4.9%    8.7%    3.8%   1.4%    

Avg. Annual Pct. Change 4.9%    3.8%    3.1%  3.7%    

*Based on preliminary totals.  Most associ-
ate conferring institutions are included but
the numbers may change slightly when the
final datasets are released, especially for
one- and two-year certificates.

Source: Community College Week Analysis of U.S. Department of Education Data

Source: Community College Week Analysis of U.S. Department of Education Data
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