
percent last year. 
The reports were released as many col-

leges face their most challenging economic
climate in generations. Even as enrollment
grew, state appropriations to
public colleges declined
nearly $4 billion in 2008-09
from the previous year, the
study found. 

For community colleges,
the tuition hikes threaten to
undermine their mission of
providing higher education
to groups which find college
out of reach — particularly
the poor and minority
groups. 

In an interview with
MSNBC, David Feldman,
an economics professor at
the College of William &
Mary and co-author of a
forthcoming book on the
skyrocketing cost of higher
education, said the rising
costs take a toll on college
access. 

“While our research
shows that a rise in the cost
of higher education is not a
problem on the whole, it is a
problem in certain instances
— namely in how it discour-
ages poorer students from
seeking a higher education,”
he said. “Over the past 30
years, income in the U.S. has
become increasingly polar-
ized. More people are
becoming very rich — and
more very poor. The hollow-
ing of the middle class is an
even bigger affordability
issue than (rising costs).”

Community colleges are
also struggling with their
expanded role in helping to
revive the national economy.
Across the country, colleges
report crowded classrooms,
dwindling course offerings and diminished
public support.

Two-year colleges are at the center of
economic revitalization efforts. President
Barack Obama wants to invest some $12
billion in community colleges with the aim

of seeing an additional 5 million students
graduate by 2020. This goal comes as
droves of displaced workers hit by the reces-
sion compete with traditional students seek-

ing an affordable education. 

Not All Are Ready

“All community col-
leges are not prepared to
take on those potentially
large numbers of students,”
said Debra Bragg, a profes-
sor and director of the
Forum on the Future of
Public Education at the
University of Illinois. 

The Obama administra-
tion notes that 5 million
more community college
graduates doesn’t necessari-
ly mean there will be that
many more students —
schools could increase grad-
uation rates to reach the
goal. But Bragg said the
schools’ ability to deal with
more students largely still
comes down to cash. 

Most of the nation’s
1,200 community colleges
rely on financial support
from local and state sources.
That funding has diminished
during the economic down-
turn. Obama’s initiative
would provide a welcome
infusion of cash, but some
fear it would not sustain
community college pro-
grams. 

“They will be con-
strained by funding,” said
Bragg. “It could be poten-
tially extremely challenging
if there’s not increased fund-
ing at the federal, state and
local level to make that hap-
pen.” 

Michael Hansen, presi-
dent of the Michigan Community College
Association, is concerned colleges will find
it difficult to meet new demands without yet
more funding. Classes in popular fields such
as nursing are expensive, requiring low stu-
dent-to-faculty ratios and costly equipment. 

“It’s great that people are coming back
to community colleges to get trained, but a
student only brings about a third of the cost
of their tuition,” he said.

Feldman said the changes in federal
government policy on financial aid are criti-
cal to improving access as tuition spirals
upward.

“The government can improve access to
higher education and reduce the price of it
by increasing financial aid,” he said. “We

realize that increased government spending
is not a popular subject these days, but if
legislators were to offer a universal, stan-
dard stipend — and make this the standard
student financial aid package — this could
gain broad support and improve access to
higher education across society.”

Associated Press reports were included
in this  article.   
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“No sector is
immune.”

— MOLLY CORBETT BROAD
PRESIDENT

ACE

“We must
provide
generous
financial
aid.”

— GASTON CAPERTON
PRESIDENT

COLLEGE BOARD

$10,951

$6,959 $8,067
$5,457 $6,236 $5,477

$8,752
$2,803
$2,803 $3,383 $2,364

$8,598

$1,637

$8,796 $7,334

$1,344 $1,301

$10,227
$11,800

$1,900
$1,000 $630

$2,360

$60

$2,540

$18,394

$12,766
$10,752

$12,813

$17,147

$8,844

$13,695
$16,258

$10,611
$8,999

$13,026
$15,607

1994-1995 1999-2000 2004-2005 2009-2010

New England Middle States Midwest South Southwest West

New England Midwest Middle States Southwest West South 

$6,724 $5,829 $6,988
$5,329 $7,149 $5,467

$9,003
$7,511 $9,142 $6,927 $10,221

$7,224

$6,042 $9,391 $4,923 $8,096 $5,825 $8,005 $3,515 $6,768 $3,462 $6,037 $3,532 $5,802

$3,992 $3,733 $3,141 $1,857$2,560 $1,475

-$460

$6,630$6,510$6,070 $7,210

Note: Net tuition and fees are calculated by subtracting estimated average grant aid plus tax benefits per full-time student
in the sector from the published price. Aggregate aid amounts are from Trends in Student Aid 2009. Division of total aid
across sectors and between full-time and part-time students is based on the NPSAS, 1993 through 2008.

Public Two-Year Tuition and Fees

Published Tuition and Fees, Net Tuition and Fees, and Room
and Board in Constant 2009 Dollars, Full-Time Undergraduate
Student, 1994-95, 1999-2000, 2004-05 and 2009-10

$2,130

Price in Constant 2009 Dollars

Note: 2009-10 public two-year room and board charges are based on commuter housing and food costs; comparable data are not
available for 1999-2000. States included in the regions are as follows. New England: CT, MA, ME, NH, RI and VT; Middle States:
DC, DE, MD, NJ, NY, PA and PR; South: AL, FL, GA, KY, LA, MS, NC, SC, TN and VA; Midwest: IA, IL, IN, KS, MI, MN, MO, NE,
ND, OH, SD, WI and WV; Southwest: AR, NM, OK and TX; West: AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NV, OR, UT, WA and WY.

Source: The College Board, Annual Survey of Colleges.

Public Four-Year (TFRB Charges in Constant 2009 Dollars)

Public Two-Year (TFRB Charges in Constant 2009 Dollars)

Regional Variation in Charges
Average Tuition and Fee and Room and Board (TFRB) Charges by
College Board Region and Sector, in Constant 2009 Dollars, 
1999-2000 and 2009-10 (Enrollment-Weighted)

Published Tuition and Fees 
Net Tuition and Fees 
Room and Board

1999-2000 Room and Board
1999-2000 Tuition and Fees
2009-10 Room and Board
2009-10 Tuition and Fees

Sector 2009-10 2008-09 Chg %Chg 2009-10 2008-09 Chg %Chg 2009-10 2008-09 Chg %Ch

Public Two-Year $2,544 $2,372 $172 7.3% — — — — — — — —

Public Four-Year $7,020 $6,591 $429 6.5% $8,193 $7,773 $420 5.4% $15,213 $14,364 $849 5.9%
In-State 

Public Four-Year $18,548 $17,460 $1,088 6.2% $8,193 $7,773 $420 5.4% $26,741 $25,233 $1,508 6.0%
Out-of-State 

Private $26,273 $25,177 $1,096 4.4% $9,363 $8,986 $377 4.2% $35,636 $34,163 $1,473 4.3%
Not-for-Profit 

Four-Year $14,174 $13,315 $859 6.5% — — — — — — — —
For-Profit 

Source: The College Board, Annual Survey of Colleges.

What Students Pay
Average Published Charges for Undergraduates by Type and Control of Institution, 2009-10 (Enrollment-Weighted)

Tuition and Fees Room and Board Total Charges


